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Principles and Practice of Clinical Research Application 
 
Apply to PPCR now 
https://hsph.me/ApplyPPCR  
 
Download brochure 
https://hsph.me/PPCRBrochure 
 

Program Overview 
 
The Principles and Practice of Clinical Research (PPCR) program at Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health is a comprehensive 9-month 
course covering the fundamentals of clinical research from study design to advanced statistical analysis. It is designed for both beginners and 
experienced health professionals, equipping participants with the practical skills to design and manage clinical trials, perform statistical 
analyses, and navigate the medical publication process. PPCR emphasizes collaborative learning and professional growth in a highly interactive 
environment, making participants more effective in their work. 

 
Format 
PPCR utilizes a hybrid format combining live online and in-person learning. Participants join weekly three-hour interactive sessions broadcast 
via Zoom, either remotely from home or at local site centers worldwide. This design enables real-time collaboration across global sites, allowing 
a rich exchange of ideas among peers. 

 

https://hsph.me/ApplyPPCR
https://hsph.me/PPCRBrochure
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Key Dates 
● Course Dates: March 26 – December 10, 2026 
● Application Deadline: December 31, 2025 

 

Tuition & Fees 
(Includes 5-Day Immersion Course) 
 

● Site Center/Group Access (if in Qatar, choose Qatar Precision Health Institute): $3,600 
● Remote (Web-Based) Access: $5,000 
● Graduate Student Rate: $3,600 
● Alumni/Repeat Rate: $2,100 

 

Immersion Course & Workshops 
● 5-Day Immersion Course: An on-site intensive held in Nov 2026, included in the main course tuition. (Travel and lodging not 

included.) 
● 3-Day Advanced Statistical Workshop: Optional in-person workshop in Boston (July 27–29, 2026) for multivariate study design and 

analysis training. 
2-Day Manuscript Writing Workshop: Optional in-person workshop in Boston (July 30–31, 2026) focused on proposal and research 
paper writing skills. 
 

Learning Objectives 

https://hsph.harvard.edu/exec-ed/principles-and-practice-of-clinical-research/#:~:text=March%2026%E2%80%93December%2010%2C%202026
https://hsph.harvard.edu/exec-ed/principles-and-practice-of-clinical-research/#:~:text=March%2026%E2%80%93December%2010%2C%202026
https://hsph.harvard.edu/exec-ed/principles-and-practice-of-clinical-research/#:~:text=,Alumni%2FAlumnae%20or%20Repeat%20Students%3A%20%242%2C100
https://hsph.harvard.edu/exec-ed/principles-and-practice-of-clinical-research/#:~:text=,Alumni%2FAlumnae%20or%20Repeat%20Students%3A%20%242%2C100
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By the end of the program, participants will be able to effectively design and conduct clinical research studies and critically interpret published 
research findings. PPCR’s curriculum builds competence in both executing research and understanding the literature, laying a foundation for 
integrity and excellence in clinical investigation. 

 
Audience & Global Reach 
PPCR is targeted at clinicians, researchers, and health professionals around the world who seek practical training in clinical research methods. 
Participants typically hold advanced degrees (e.g., MD, MPH) and come from numerous countries. Now in its 18th year, the program has built a 
community of 5,000+ alumni across 50+ countries, demonstrating a broad global impact. 

 
Program Director 
The program is directed by Dr. Felipe Fregni, a Harvard professor and renowned neuroscientist who founded PPCR in 2007. Under Dr. 
Fregni’s leadership, PPCR has evolved into a leading international training platform in clinical research. 
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Comparison Table of Harvard Chan Master of Public Health Pathways 
 
To facilitate a quick comparison, the table below summarizes the key features of each MPH entry pathway at Harvard Chan School (on-
campus 45-credit, on-campus 65-credit, online generalist, and hybrid epidemiology): 
 

MPH Program 
(Format & Field) 

Format & 
Start 

Credit 
Require

ment 
Duration Tuition (USD) Admissions 

(Eligibility & Profile) 
International 
Student Notes 

MPH-45 (On-
Campus) – e.g. 
Global Health, Health 
Policy, Health Mgmt, 
SBS, Nutrition, Clinical 
Effectiveness, 
etc.hsph.harvard.eduh
sph.harvard.edu 

On-
campus in 
Boston (Fall 
start); In-
person 
classes 

45 
credits 

1 year full-time 
(two semesters) 
or up to 2 years 
part-
timehsph.harvard.
edu (extended) 

$74,340 tuition 
for full 1-year 
(2025–26) 
+ ~$6,108 health 
insurance/feeshsp
h.harvard.edu 
Part-time: 
~$37k/year over 
2 years (total 
similar, slight 
increase 2nd 
year)hsph.harvar
d.edu. 

Bachelor’s + 5+ yrs 
work experience, or 
prior 
graduate/professional 
degree (MD, JD, 
etc.)hsph.harvard.eduh
sph.harvard.edu. 
Target: established 
professionals and 
clinicians seeking 
leadership roles in 
public health practice. 
(Joint MD/MPH, 
DMD/MPH, JD/MPH 
eligible after 1st year 

Visa required (F-1/J-
1). Must maintain full-
time enrollment for 
visa.hsph.harvard.edu 
(Part-time study not 
feasible on student 
visa.) No tuition 
difference for 
international students. 
Non-native English 
speakers need 
TOEFL/IELTS/Duolingo
hsph.harvard.edu. 

https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-policy/#:~:text=The%20degree%20provides%20students%20with,edu
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-occupational-environmental-health/#:~:text=The%2045,actions%20that%20improve%20public%20health
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-occupational-environmental-health/#:~:text=The%2045,actions%20that%20improve%20public%20health
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-policy/#:~:text=On%20Campus%20,time%20%282%20years
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-policy/#:~:text=On%20Campus%20,time%20%282%20years
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=MPH%2045,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=MPH%2045,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/degrees-and-programs/mph-vs-sm/#:~:text=The%20MPH,already%20earned%20an%20advanced%20degree
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-management/#:~:text=Applicants%20for%20the%20MPH%2045,have%20one%20of%20the%20following
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-management/#:~:text=Applicants%20for%20the%20MPH%2045,have%20one%20of%20the%20following
https://hsph.harvard.edu/admissions/applying-to-a-degree-program/international-applicants/#:~:text=School%20must%20have%20a%20visa,2019%20document
https://hsph.harvard.edu/admissions/applying-to-a-degree-program/international-applicants/#:~:text=Testing
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of professional 
school)hsph.harvard.ed
u. 

MPH-65* (On-
Campus) – e.g. 
Health Policy, Health 
Mgmt, SBS, 
etc.hsph.harvard.eduh
sph.harvard.edu 
 
*Enquire directly with the 
school about whether this 
program will be offered 
next year.  

On-
campus in 
Boston (Fall 
start); In-
person 
classes 

65 
credits 

1.5 years full-
time (typically 3 
semesters)hsph.h
arvard.edu 
or 2–3 years 
part-time 
(extended)hsph.h
arvard.edu 

$65,160 tuition 
per year (2025–
26)hsph.harvard.
edu (~$97.7k 
total tuition over 
1.5 yrs) 
+ ~$6,108/year 
health insurance 
& fees on 
campushsph.harv
ard.edu. Part-
time: half-rate 
per year over ~3 
years. 

Bachelor’s + ≥2 yrs 
relevant work 
experience (no 
advanced degree 
required)hsph.harvard.
eduhsph.harvard.edu. 
Target: early-career 
public health 
professionals or career 
changers building core 
PH skills. Strong 
academic record and 
some field experience 
expected. 

Visa required (F-1/J-
1). Full-time study 
required for 
international students 
(to meet visa credit 
load). Same tuition 
for domestic vs. 
internationalhsph.harva
rd.edu. English 
proficiency test 
required if applicable. 

https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-global-health/#:~:text=,more%20information%2C%20visit%20Joint%2FCombined%20Degrees
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-global-health/#:~:text=,more%20information%2C%20visit%20Joint%2FCombined%20Degrees
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-policy/#:~:text=The%20degree%20provides%20students%20with,edu
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-social-behavior/#:~:text=to%20solve%20important%20public%20health,edu
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-social-behavior/#:~:text=to%20solve%20important%20public%20health,edu
https://hsph.harvard.edu/degrees-and-programs/mph-vs-sm/#:~:text=MPH
https://hsph.harvard.edu/degrees-and-programs/mph-vs-sm/#:~:text=MPH
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-management/#:~:text=On%20Campus%20,time%20%282%2B%20years
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-management/#:~:text=On%20Campus%20,time%20%282%2B%20years
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/degrees-and-programs/mph-vs-sm/#:~:text=MPH
https://hsph.harvard.edu/degrees-and-programs/mph-vs-sm/#:~:text=MPH
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/mph-health-management/#:~:text=Eligibility%20Criteria
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
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MPH Generalist 
(Online) – 45-credit 
Generalist 
MPHhsph.harvard.edu 
(no specific field 
concentration; 
customizable via 
electives) 

Online 
(remote), 
asynchrono
us 
coursework 
(Fall 
start)hsph.
harvard.ed
u. Optional 
live 
sessions; 
no campus 
visit. 

45 
credits 

2 years part-time 
onlyhsph.harvard.
edu (designed for 
working 
professionals; 
~avg 2 
courses/term) 

$37,170 per 
year (2025–
26)hsph.harvard.
edu × 2 years = 
~$74k total 
tuition. 
No Harvard 
health insurance 
or clinic fees (not 
charged)hsph.har
vard.edu. 

Bachelor’s + ~5 yrs 
work experience 
recommended; or 
relevant advanced 
degree with 
experience. (Similar 
criteria as MPH-45). 
Target: Full-time 
working professionals 
globally (e.g. clinicians, 
managers, etc.) who 
need a flexible 
MPHhsph.harvard.edu. 
SOPHAS application; 
GRE optional. 

No visa needed 
(100% online). Open 
to students worldwide; 
~40% of online cohort 
are 
internationalhsph.harva
rd.edu. Must have 
reliable internet; time-
zone flexibility for any 
live sessions. English 
proficiency required (if 
non-English 
undergrad). 

https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/online-mph-generalist/#:~:text=The%20online%20MPH%20Generalist%20is,and%20future%20public%20health%20challenges
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/online-mph-generalist/#:~:text=The%20unique%20part,classes%20on%20their%20own%20schedule
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/online-mph-generalist/#:~:text=The%20unique%20part,classes%20on%20their%20own%20schedule
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/online-mph-generalist/#:~:text=The%20unique%20part,classes%20on%20their%20own%20schedule
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/online-mph-generalist/#:~:text=,time%20%282%20years
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/online-mph-generalist/#:~:text=,time%20%282%20years
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Direct%20,per%20year%2471%2C268%20per%20year%2437%2C170%C2%A0per%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/online-mph-generalist/#:~:text=The%20online%20MPH%20Generalist%20is,and%20future%20public%20health%20challenges
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/online-mph-generalist/#:~:text=Attracting%20professionals%20from%20all%20over,in%20an%20array%20of%20industries
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/online-mph-generalist/#:~:text=Attracting%20professionals%20from%20all%20over,in%20an%20array%20of%20industries
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MPH-Epidemiology 
(Hybrid) – 45-credit 
Hybrid MPH-
EPIhsph.harvard.edu 
(quantitative focus) 

Hybrid: 
online + 2 
on-
campus 
June 
sessions (3 
wks each, 
Year 1 & 
2)hsph.harv
ard.edu. 
Rest of 
coursework 
online 
(asynchron
ous) with 
some live 
webinars. 

45 
credits 

2 years part-time 
(low-residency 
cohort 
model)hsph.harva
rd.eduhsph.harvar
d.edu. Students 
continue 
employment while 
studying. 

$37,935 per 
year (cohort 
tuition for 2025 
entrants)hsph.har
vard.edu = 
~$75.9k total 
over 2 years. 
No standard 
campus fees 
(billed as a flat 
program 
rate)hsph.harvard
.edu. Students 
cover 
travel/lodging for 
on-campus 
weeks. 

Bachelor’s + ≥5 yrs 
work experience, or 
relevant master’s + 2 
yrs exp, or doctoral 
degree (MD, PhD, 
etc.)hsph.harvard.edu. 
Target: mid-career 
clinicians and health 
professionals seeking 
advanced 
epidemiology/research 
skills without full-time 
residency (e.g. 
physicians in practice, 
research analysts, 
etc.). GRE usually not 
required. 

Visa required for on-
campus sessions 
(international students 
must obtain F-1 or J-1 
visa for the June 
residencies)hsph.harva
rd.edu. Can complete 
online coursework from 
home country rest of 
year. No tuition 
difference for 
international students. 
(Must attend in-person 
sessions; no fully-
remote option.) 

 
Sources: Official Harvard Chan School MPH program pages and admissions information. All data is up-to-date for the 2025–2026 academic 
year and application cycle. Be sure to check the official website at https://hsph.harvard.edu/ for full, up-to-date information on the program of 
interest. 
 
 
 

https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/hybrid-mph-epidemiology/#:~:text=The%20hybrid%20MPH%20in%20Epidemiology,health%20research%2C%20policy%2C%20and%20programs
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/hybrid-mph-epidemiology/#:~:text=As%20a%20hybrid%20MPH%20in,the%20rest%20of%20the%20program
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/hybrid-mph-epidemiology/#:~:text=As%20a%20hybrid%20MPH%20in,the%20rest%20of%20the%20program
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/hybrid-mph-epidemiology/#:~:text=The%20hybrid%20MPH%20in%20Epidemiology,health%20research%2C%20policy%2C%20and%20programs
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/hybrid-mph-epidemiology/#:~:text=The%20hybrid%20MPH%20in%20Epidemiology,health%20research%2C%20policy%2C%20and%20programs
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/hybrid-mph-epidemiology/#:~:text=From%20July%20through%20May%2C%20asynchronous,apply%20concepts%20throughout%20their%20courses
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/hybrid-mph-epidemiology/#:~:text=From%20July%20through%20May%2C%20asynchronous,apply%20concepts%20throughout%20their%20courses
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Degree%20Program%C2%A0Length%20of%20Degree%C2%A0Cohort%20Rate,start%3A%20%2437%2C935%202023%20start%3A%20%2437%2C935
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Degree%20Program%C2%A0Length%20of%20Degree%C2%A0Cohort%20Rate,start%3A%20%2437%2C935%202023%20start%3A%20%2437%2C935
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Part,the%20course%20of%20the%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/tuition-and-financial-aid/tuition-fees-and-annual-cost-of-attendance/#:~:text=Part,the%20course%20of%20the%20year
https://hsph.harvard.edu/program/hybrid-mph-epidemiology/#:~:text=Eligible%20applicants%20for%20the%20hybrid,one%20of%20the%20following%20criteria
https://hsph.harvard.edu/admissions/applying-to-a-degree-program/international-applicants/#:~:text=Visas
https://hsph.harvard.edu/admissions/applying-to-a-degree-program/international-applicants/#:~:text=Visas
https://hsph.harvard.edu/

